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(54) OPEN EYE SENSOR FOR IMAGE PICKUP DEVICE 

(57)Abstract: 

PURPOSE: To prevent the waste of a photo film and an 
image pickup time by sensing an object whose eyes are open 
in the case of image pickup of a portrait so as to permit a 
shutter of the image pickup device to be driven thereby 
picking up a photograph where eyes of a person are always 
open. 

CONSTITUTION: An image input section for image pickup to 
sense open eyes is installed in the vicinity of of an optical 
system 1 for image pickup. When a shutter button 20 is half 
depressed, an invisible light by a lighting 1 1a of a coaxial 
system and a lighting 11b of a non-coaxial system of an 
image input section 10 is emitted sequentially to an object 8 
and image data are inputted from the image input section 1 0, 
A/D-converted and the result is stored in an image memory 
13. A reflection image extract section 14 extracts an 
eyeground reflecting image based on a difference of image 
data. A reflecting image presence discrimination section 15 
discriminates whether or not the eyeground reflecting image 
is included in the image data, and when the image is included, 

the drive of the shutter 3 is allowed. But when not included, the drive of the shutter 3 is inhibited 
and an alarm tone is raised. 
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